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Colonial Powers and Colonies at the Start of World War II
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USA:
1.2 million African-Americans, approx. 300,000 Latinos
and 25,000 Native Americans in the US forces 

Mexico:
One air force squadron taking part in the liberation
of the Philippine capital Manila in 1944

Puerto Rico:
53,000 soldiers fighting under US command
in Panama, Northern Africa and Europe

French and British Colonies in the Caribbean:
Tens of thousands of volunteers to liberate Europe
from the Nazi regime and Italian fascism

Brazil:
25,000 soldiers fighting on behalf 
of the Allies in Italy in 1944

Argentina:
1938: Immigration ban for Jews
1945: Organized rescue of war criminals from Europe

Algeria, 8th May 1945:
French military massacres thousands
of Algerian protesters

French Colonies in Africa:
One million soldiers fighting in Northern Africa,
the Middle East and Europe

Congo:
Supplying uranium for the atom bombs
on Hiroshima und Nagasaki

British Colonies in Africa:
One million soldiers fighting in Ethiopia,
Northern Africa and Burma

Ethiopia:
500,000 resistance fighters
opposing Italian invaders

India:
2.5 million soldiers – the largest
colonial army in history

Bengal:
Two to four million die in famine
caused by war in 1944

China:
21 million casualties and 
95 million displaced

Nanking:
300,000 killed during massacre by the 
Japanese army in December 1937

Hiroshima und Nagasaki:
The atomic bombs in August 1945 kill tens of 
thousands of Korean forced labourers

Japan:
The emperor's army abducts 200,000 women from
Asia and Oceania to work in military brothels

Vietnam:
One to two million die in famine
caused by war in 1944/45

Manila:
100,000 victims 
of bombing

Philippines:
One million partisans in resistance
opposing occupying Japanese

New Guinea:
Warzone for 300,000 Japanese, 500,000 Australian
and one million US soldiers

Nauru:
The Japanese army deports two thirds of the
islanders as forced labourers to Micronesia

New Hebrides:
Military base for half a million soldiers
from the USA, New Zealand and Australia

Owen Stanley Range:
Japan and the Allies each recruit 50,000 islanders 
for the war in the mountains

Tahiti:
A “Bataillon du Pacifique” fighting in the 
Middle East, Northern Africa and Europe

New Caledonia:
Military base for 300,000 
allied soldiers

New Zealand:
One Maori battalion fighting in the Middle East, 
Northern Africa and Europe

Australia:
Aborigines fighting with allied forces in New Guinea, 
Northern Africa and the Middle East

Hawaii:
US forces confiscate one third of Polynesian
owned land for use as military bases

Indonesian Islands:
Up to four million forced labourers die during
Japanese occupation (1942–1945)

Union of South Africa:
335,000 soldiers (white, black and “coloureds”)
fighting for the Allies

Madagascar:
earmarked by the Nazi regime as deportation
destination for four million European Jews

North Africa:
More than 100 fascist labour camps for 
resistance fighters and Jews

South American coast:
German submarines sink Brazilian ships 
with hundreds of passengers

Uruguay:
Anti-fascist harbour workers refuse to repair the 
German warship “Graf Spee” in 1939

Shanghai:
From 1943: Ghetto for thousands of 
Jewish refugees from Europe


